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Free Blood - The Singles

From the outset it seems as though Free Blood isn't sure what kind of sound it's going for. Is The Singles
supposed to be electronic, rock, experimental, R&B or just weird? In the end, it's all of those things.

The album's title 1s misleading. Mo tracks are worthy of being a hit single, but it's interesting if nothing else.
Former I member John Pugh and fashion designer Madeline Davy collaborate on this avant-garde project that is
probably well received in their hometown of Brooklyn, but probably not elsewhere. Some of the screeching sound
effects throughout “Quick and Painful® can trigger a reaction similar to that of nails to a chalkboard. The song
could be quicker, but is definitely painful. Luckily for the ears, the next track, “Grumpy.” is the best on the
album. It almost sounds as though Free Blood is a bunch of street performers banging on whatever they can
find—with the only obvious instrument being stnings. People would definitely throw spare change into a hat to
hear this song.

From here on The Singles gets better and better. On "Royal Family™ the choreographed claps and the Andre
3000-like vocals are engaging, while the layers of gang vocals on "Parangatang™ exude energy and excitement.
These are a nice change of pace from the headache inducing tracks that are trying to be too artistic and end up
messy. Aside from the musical aspects, credit must be given to the album artwork. Mot that there is a
correlation between the artwork and the album, but the diagram of the heart with track listings pointing to valves
and veins puts an interesting spin on a familiar image.

The Singles includes eleven tracks: six onginal and five remixes. And the results between the two sections are
mixed. The Singles is one half an experimental, odd mess, the other beautiful and worth hearing.

Mo related posts.
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Rating: 6 /10
Highlight Track(s): "Grumpy”



