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The full length debut from the UK four piece glam-rock outfit Late of the Pier is difficult. Mot because of complex
instrumentation, time changes or lyrics, but because it is impossible to focus on the music and the lyrics at the
same time.

At first listen, it's as though Late of the Pier put a lack of effort into the Iyrics, but it isn't that. The lyrics fail when
coupled with the music because the synth-pop sounds are scattered with too much going on. With the listener
too busy trying to figure out what the music's doing, the lyncs are lost. Futhermore, synth-pop music can often
carry itself and is not reliant on lyrics. This is the case on Fantasy Black Channel. This calls for the Iyrics and
music to be considered separately in order to be appreciated.

With lyrics that go “| wanna be your friend/ Wouldn't it be good?’ Wouldn't it be great?/ Wouldn't it be oh so
fine?/ If | was theirs! If they were yours/ Maybe if you were mine?” singer Samuel Dust — in a voice similar to
that of Steve Bays from Hot Hot Heat and an electronic-infused Conor Oberst—conveys the torment of being
one's friend when wanting more on the album's best track, "Focker.” Once taking the time to hear these lyrics,
many people can relate to the situation of wanting to move to the next level with a friend.

The greatest example of the lyrics getting lost when positioned with the music can be heard on “The Bears are
Coming.” Though at times poppy enough to enjoy, the music is mostly unsettling and distracting. The lyrics on
the other hand are well thought out and poetic: “Snap away she said/ As they danced towards the moonlight/
Run away he did/ As she cast off another night/ So intuned were we/ By the thought of what could never be/ So
consumed were we/ By feelings felt between the sheets ®

Perhaps Late of the Pier should consider having two projects. One could be the (lyric-less) glam-rock project,
which is more focused on having fun and moving bodies, and the other could incorporate the wistful lyrics, but
set to a different tune.

Many of the songs feature head-bobbing beats, but they often times turn into too fast rffs that seem
unorganized. The way the album was mixed, with everything out front at the same level instead of vocals and
guitars in front with the rest quieter, adds to the lack of organization. Late of the Pier should practice editing
more and focus on a cohesive sound. The album lacks a common musical flow. The first two tracks give the
impression that the album is going to be heavier on the rock side with synthesizers added occasionally. Then
the album hints at '80s glam (which Late of the Pier masters on “Space and the Woods™) and later throws in an
eerie and sinister sound behind “Whitesnake.” If any one of these themes were found consistently, it would
enhance the album.

Owerall, Fantasy Black Channel isn't a complete disappointment, just a bit of a letdown.
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