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Franz Ferdinand — Tonight
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Taking four years to release a follow-up album usually means a
band is attempting to restructure or reinvent their signature TUNIE 5

sound. This 1s not the case for Franz Ferdinand. Tomight: Franz H T'
Ferdinand i1s nothing new from the Glasgow band. The album has

the same dance-rock, synth-infused beats as the past two releases from I‘_ HA NZ

Franz Ferdinand. Unfortunately, none of the tracks on Tonight have a
hypnotic chorus or phrase that replays in the listeners head like “Take Me '-_ EHD I NA N []
Out” from the band's selftitled debut album or Do You Want To™ from
2005's You Could Have It So Much Betfer.
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The {unoniginal) theme that runs throughout the album is women and love.
‘Mo You Girls,” "Twilight Omens,” and “Katherine Kiss Me" are just a few
that recycle this subject matter, with "No You Girls® and “Katharine Kiss Me™ even recycling the same lyrics
—fortunately they don't sound similar. The first is the glam-rock Franz Ferdinand-branded tune, while the latter is
an acoustic ballad.

Both songs say that girls don't usually know how they make boys feel and boys don't ever wonder how they
make girls feel. But the underlying question that surfaces despite what the songs are trying to say, is why wrte
the same song two different ways? Why not place them consecutively on the album and have one be the intro to
the next — a part one and part two? Was the deadline for the album approaching fast? Was it laziness?

FPersonally, this ruined the album for me. I've spun the disc countless times, but | keep coming back to the
annoying conclusion that it took Franz Ferdinand four years to write the same song twice. Luckily, "No You
Girls” is the best track on the album, but Tonight: Franz Ferdinand suffers because listeners’ more-or-less hear it
again a few songs later.

One positive result of the same-song irnitation 1s that we now know that Franz Ferdinand should stick with what
they know and leave the acoustic ballads to someone else.
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Rating: 5/10
Highlight Tracki(s): "Mo You Girls”



