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Bishop Allen — Grrr...
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The second that Grr... begins, Bishop Allen launches listeners 0
into a lighthearted and always upbeat album with cute and clever  tweets
lyrics. And therein, it becomes the album's full-on strength or

glaring weakness. Fans will either love the third full-length from

the band for being jovial and bright, or hate Grr... because it is
overwhelmingly cheerful and has a lack of depth.
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Most songs utilize catchy lyrics that will play on auto repeat in your mind.
‘Dimmer” has an addictive chorus that doesn't need to be repeated more
than once to get fans singing along. “Olly olly oxen free/ can you see me?”
will still be on the tip of your tongue as the album winds down twelve tracks
later. Just when you think a song can't become any more lively, shy “oh's”
are layered behind the verses and the poppiness factor sky rockets. Darbie Nowatka contributes these timid
backing vocals on "Oklahoma.”™ Her voice is adorable and gentle and fits best on the album as a complement to
Justin Rice and Christian Rudder's voices. She takes the lead on “True or False,” but her voice isn't powerful or
commanding enough to lead. On the other hand, the lyrics and melody of the song are catchy and make up for
Mowatka's tranquil voice.

The album's highlight is the amount of auxiliary instrumentation heard throughout. “South China Moon,” “Dirt on
Your New Shoes™ and “Shanghaied” are just a few tracks that incorporate the marimba or xylophone. Simple
shakers and hand claps can be heard on "Don't Hide Away™ and “True or False” respectively. While integrating
these instruments isn't anything new for indie-pop, it adds a little spunk to Grr... and makes the album bubblier
than it already Is.

While Grr._. is an enjoyable, easy listen, it might not be the push Bishop Allen needs to win over hearts of
mainstream music fans. Unfortunately, most people know the band only from its brief cameo in 2008's Nick and
Morah's Infinite Playlist, and since the characters in the movie are chasing around a fictitious band, some may
not have realized that Bishop Allen is a real group. A few more movie cameos and an album with less of a focus
on cuteness and a little more depth might be crucial for Bishop Allen’s long-term success.
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Rating: 7.5/10
Highlight Track(s): "True or False®, "Oklahoma”



