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Thursday's first release since 2006's A Cify By The Light Divided 0
(which received mixed reviews) should redeem the band among  tweets
life-long fans that have been rocking along to the tunes since
Waiting and Full Collapse. In short, Thursday's fith LP, Common
Existence, takes the band back to its roots.

The album starts off strong and hard-hitting with "Resuscitation of a Dead
Man.” It i1s a powerful picture to envision a person being brought back to life
by someone else's breath. This kind of compelling imagery is found
throughout the album. Additionally, Thursday has always held a political
bent, and for the first time the band members say Epitaph actually TS 57 Foanan tLIETENEE
encourages their tirades. Though soldiers attempt to defend their country,

Thursday explains on “Friends In The Armed Forces®™ that when a soldier's life is lost, many more are actually
lost. One person dies, but the families and friends of that person are ruined and they too become lost: “Another
folded flag to a mourning lover! He was an army of one but they'll find another/ And in the fold of the body bag/
Somebody check for a heart/ You got fnends in the armed forces/ Mow we know what a soldier costs/ It's the
cost of the rest of us”

‘Unintended Long-Term Affects” also has political roots, though the lyrics may not give this away. In an interview
with Alfemative Press, Geoff Rickly explains that the song is about depression in the U.5. being caused by
incidents like Hiroshima and other kinds of devastation that this country has unleashed.

Luckily, all of the songs arent politically drniven. Several of the tracks include themes of passing time. On
“‘Circuits of Fever,” Rickly sings “l can feel the unslept hours/ See all the traces/ | can hear the ticking of clocks/
Old record running down/ You can't replace it/ You get distracted by the sound.” The hours are slipping by and if
wyou don't do anything with your time it's lost. Building off of that theme, expressed in "Times Arrow,” you have to
choose wisely how to spend your time because you can't take it back. The song depicts time in reverse. With
imagery of footsteps falling off of feet and snowflakes rising in the sky, the song is about wanting to take back
past actions and the feelings associated with knowing it's not possible.

In addition to aggressive vocals, dynamic drumming and driving guitars, this album is full of emotional and poetic
lyrics, which is nothing new for Thursday. This can be attributed to Rickly’'s talent—or to the fact that he wrote
songs inspired by his favorte poets and writers. Either way, Common Existence does not disappoint and
Thursday has reclaimed its spot back on top of the post-hardcore scene.
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Rating: 8 /10
Highlight Tracki{s): "Friends In The Armed Forces”



